NEWTON TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
May 27, 2026

Members Present—D. Scot Haan, Steve Sartori, Karen Lilik, James Norton, Gary Martenson,
Gregg Raino and Bob McMinn

Announcements: None

General Meeting

Minutes: Lilik motioned to accept the minutes of the March 25, 2026, meeting, 2" by
Martenson. Motion voted, all in favor, Raino abstained.

New Business:

Merkel Subdivision: Mr. Merkel, 1208 Country Club Road was present to discuss a proposed
subdivision of his property. The property fronts both Country Club Road and Elkview Drive.
The total acreage as of now is 4.92 acres. Lot 1 will be 2.75 acres and Lot 2 will be 2.17 acres.
Two perc tests needs to be done on Lot 2 and an additional perc on Lot 1. Owners signature
block was not done and a driveway permit was not done on the property on Elkview Drive. It
was discussed that a shed is located within the setbacks and is not allowed. Further discussion
ensued that Mr. Merkel can request a variance from the zoning hearing board. Haan stated that
there are five requirements in the zoning book that he (Mr. Merkel) would need to qualify for a
variance and as the zoning officer, he knows he does not have the requirements. A permit
number for the HOP from PADOT will need to be put on the maps as well. Plans were not
accepted.

Unfinished Business:

Sespico Subdivision: Mr. Sespico has done everything that was discussed with the Planning
Commission the last time he was present. LCRPC and DEP have approved. Lot 4 will share the
driveway off Pedley Drive. Motion by Martenson to recommend approval to the
Supervisors contingent on getting the HOP numbers for the driveways on Forest Acres
Drive, 2nd by Sartori. Motion voted, all in favor.

SAPA: Meeting at 10:30am at South Abington Township.

Public Input: None

Being no public input, motion by Raino to adjourn at 8:27PM, 2™ by Norton. Motion voted,
all in favor.




