NEWTON TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
January 29, 2025

Members Present—D. Scot Haan, Karen Lilik, James Norton, Gary Martenson and Bob
McMinn

Absent: Steve Sartori and Gregg Raino
Meeting called to order at 7:32 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Reorganize:

Chairman: Norton motioned to appoint D. Scot Haan as Chairman, 2" by Lilik. Motion
voted, all in favor.

Vice Chairman: Lilik motioned to appoint James Norton as Vice-Chairman, 2" by
Martenson. Motion voted, all in favor.

Secretary: Lilik motioned to appoint Francine Fawcett as Secretary, 2" by Martenson.
Motion voted, all in favor.

Set Meetings: Meetings are set for the last Wednesday of each month at 7:30PM except
November which will be November 19, 2025 and no meeting in December. Work Sessions

will be at 7PM.

Announcements: None

General Meeting

Minutes: Martenson motioned to accept the minutes of the November 20, 2024 meeting,
2" by McMinn. Motion voted, all in favor.

New Business:

Abington Heights: Representatives present at the meeting were Attorney Kim Scanlon and
Attorney Travis Eckersly of Oliver, Price and Rhodes, Superintendent Dr. Chris Shaffer, Board
President, Warren Acker and engineer Mark Spatz. The school district is looking to do an
expansion of the Abington Heights Middle School located at 1555 Newton Ransom Blvd. This
will be a 63,500 sq. ft. addition. They have highway occupancy permits for both driveways. The
dirt access road will be widened and paved. There will be a lot-line adjustment done with the
land development to combine both lots. Martenson discussed the horrendous conditions of the
traffic situation on the boulevard. Spatz did explain that a traffic study was done and they plan
to split out the buses to use the now dirt driveway and regular traffic will use the other driveway.
The goal is to start this summer with the driveway expansion and additional parking. In the Fall,
they plan to break ground for the building with a 2027 completion. They are seeking a



recommendation to the Supervisors to approve the conditional use. Spatz will contact the
township’s engineer, Ned Slocum, regarding his review with revisions. This project does not
adversely affect anyone. The student count will not increase but make more room. All codes
will be addressed. Visual screening will be up. There will be no additional impacts to existing
utilities. Discussion regarding the buses coming out onto Country Club Road, Spatz stated that
this will not increase traffic. This project conforms with SAPA. Parking spaces will increase
from 129 spaces to 147. Motion by Norton to recommend approval to the Supervisors and
to send for a conditional use, 2" by Martenson. Motion voted, all in favor.

Land Development: Plans for the land development were also received for the school district.
Spatz stated they are looking for the Planning Commission to accept the plans. Motion by

Martenson to accept the plans, 2" by McMinn. Motion voted, all in favor.

Unfinished Business:

Public Input: None

Being no public input, motion by Norton to adjourn at 8:55PM, 2" by Martenson. Motion
voted, all in favor.
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