NEWTON TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
June 26, 2024

Members Present—D. Scot Haan, Steve Sartori, Karen Lilik, James Norton, Bob McMinn and Gary Martenson.

Absent: Steve Sartori, Gary Martenson and Gregg Raino
Meeting called to order at 7:36 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to Flag.

Announcements: None

General Meeting

Minutes: Norton motioned to accept the minutes of the May 29, 2024 meeting, 2" by Lilik. Motion voted, all
in favor

New Business: None

Unfinished Business:

Hillside Solar Farm: Associates of New Leaf Energy and LaBella Associates were present at the meeting. New
plans were submitted. Cassidy Robinson, Labella Associates stated that the neighboring parcels were added, the
residential setbacks were added, zoning lines were added. There will be additional screening will be along the
residential properties. The lighting will be facing down on the equipment pad itself. Impervious calculations were
provided and the height clarification on the height of solar panels. Minimal noise on the equipment pads only —
comparison provided. Environmental study was provided along with the purchase option they have in place for the
property. Haan questioned if there is something planned for if a panel is damaged. The company is willing to have
a condition in place that they have x amount of time to remove it and also designate someone from the township to
be able to inspect the panels with notice to the company.

Sarah Stella — Country Club Road asked if they had a view shed analysis. They did not.

The company also provided an annual solar glare report.

Motion by Lilik to recommend that this be heard by the Board of Supervisors with the following concerns for
the Supervisors: Vegetative screening — Section 5.7; Fencing and height — Section 5.8; Lighting; Glare from
panels; NPDES permit; Noise at pads and from pile driving; Hours of operation for construction; Damage
panel removal with approved liaison from Newton allowed to inspect; Setbacks; and View Shed Analysis, 2"

by Norton. Motion voted, all in favor.

Public Input: Residents from Country Club Road and Hillside Drive were present and discussed various questions
during the meeting.

Being no public input, motion by Norton to adjourn at 9:03PM, 2™ by McMinn. Motion voted, all in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Francine Fawcett.



