NEWTON TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
May 29, 2024

Members Present—D. Scot Haan, Steve Sartori, Karen Lilik, James Norton, Bob McMinn and Gary
Martenson.

Absent: Gregg Raino
Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance to Flag.

Announcements: None

General Meeting

Minutes: Martenson motioned to accept the minutes of the April 24, 2024 meeting, 2" by Norton.
Motion voted, all in favor

New Business: None

Unfinished Business:

Hiliside Solar Farm: Associates of New Leaf Energy and LaBella Associates were present at the
meeting. The correct road names were put in. New plans did not have the correct names on two
properties and completely missed another on the abutting properties. Currently, Summit Hills Realty still
owns the property. Robert Tompkins, New Leaf Energy, was informed that a letter from the property
owner is needed stating they are allowed to proceed with the conditional use. Mr. Tompkins stated that
they are in possession of such letter and will provide, however, they thought they would only need it for
the conditional use hearing. It was discussed that 100 ft. setback is required for the abutting land that is
zoned residential. All electric produced will be sold to PPL and will not be stored. The connections for
the panels do not go to high voltage wires. There is minimal concern that birds will fly into the panels.
The panels will be as hot as a car hood in the full sun. There will be a 22% efficiency and 11 million
kilowatts produced per year from these proposed panels. Zoning lines need to be put on the maps and
screening needs to be addressed. Applicants stated that this project is only impacting rural resources
zoned areas, however, Haan stated that the lines should be put on the map because there are different
setbacks by the residential zoned area. There will be 1.62 acres of impervious surface coverage — Haan
requested the calculations for this. Tompkin stated that they are in no hurry and want to get everything
correct before the Planning Commission makes their recommendations, therefore, will come back next
meeting with more information that is needed on the maps and that has been discussed tonight. Haan
made point that they need to have everything that is in Section QQQ, page 94 of the zoning book. He
also stated that their plans should include all information they have with regards to noise and lighting.
Once construction begins, should they receive approval and weather permitting, will take approximately
4-7 months for completion.

Public Input: None
Being no public input, motion by Sartori to adjourn at 8:45PM, 2" by Lilik. Motion voted, all in

favor.

Respectfully submitted by Francine Fawcett via Karen Lilik



