NEWTON TOWNSHIP
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
April 24, 2024

Members Present—D. Scot Haan, Steve Sartori, Karen Lilik, James Norton, and Gary Martenson.

Absent: Gregg Raino and Bob McMinn

Meeting called to order at 8:15 PM due to not having a key to the building with the Pledge of Allegiance
to Flag.

Announcements: None

General Meeting

Minutes: Martenson motioned to accept the minutes of the March 27, 2024 meeting, 2" by Sartori.
Motion voted, all in favor

New Business:

Hillside Farm Solar Farm: Robert Tompkins, New Leaf Energy, project manager was present to discuss
along with senior project engineer, Shawn Brandt. Sketch plans were submitted for 25-27 acres. Land is
to be purchased from Summit Hills Realty. -Diagram sketch is C-1- lot size should be two acres and not
40,000 sq. ft. (needs correction). 33 acres will be fenced in for the solar area. Approximately 53 acres all
together on the site plan. 11,00 to 12,000 panels expected to be used at the approximate size of 3’ x 6’
each. Country Club Road and Newton Ransom Blvd. were mislabeled as SR 629 and SR 307. Per the
engineer, the fence will be 7 ft — our code requires 8 ft. There will be camera monitors and the fence will
not be electric. There will be a decommission bond. The life span is 25-30 years — financially, but could
be 25-40 years. Glare to be mitigated. Some panels should tilt during the day (Eastern side). Thisisa
conditional use. They will have a maintenance agreement with the township. They will need to do a
conditional use application.

Unfinished Business: None

Public Input: None

Being no public input, motion by Norton to adjourn at 9:20PM, 2" by Martenson. Motion voted, all
in favor.

Respectfully submitted by Francine Fawcett via Karen Lilik



